
TOP TIP 5
All about me books

Encourage the families to make an 
‘All about me’ book when the child  
is new to your setting. It is a good 
settling-in tool.

Provide a template for  
pages if parents/carers  
are not sure what to  
write. Ask them to  
include the child’s likes,  
dislikes, what they like to play with, 
what they like to do and any special 
people in their life.

TOP TIP 4
Travel teddy

Select a teddy that goes  
home with the children  
and a diary for the teddy in which 
the children can draw pictures, stick 
photos or write one or two words 
about the teddy’s adventures.

When the teddy comes  
back into the setting,  
it provides a good  
starting point for  
conversation.

TOP TIP 6
Treasure baskets

Treasure baskets are ideal for 
very young children and babies 
to encourage them to learn 
by themselves without adult 
intervention. Choose everyday 
objects that encourage the use of 
all senses, such as a loofah, a whisk 
that can be banged against a bowl, 
a pastry brush, fir cones, acorns and 
cotton wool.

TOP TIP 2
Activity bags  
and boxes

Create some activity bags for 
children to take home and share  
with their families.

You can make craft bags, bags to  
help number and shape recognition, 
or a cookery bag or box with 
ingredients and a recipe.

Try to keep it simple, focusing  
the bag on one activity and always 
include instructions for parents/
carers to carry out the activity  
and take it further. You can find  
lots of ideas on Pinterest and on  
the PACEY website. 
https://tinyurl.com/kin6toptips3

TOP TIP 1
Holding an event

Plan an event to highlight one aspect 
of learning, for example, sharing 
books. Talk to the local library to 
see if they can get involved either 
by bringing along a box of books 
or by providing space at the library. 
This would encourage parents into 
the library too. Include storytelling 
sessions or book making, and talk to 
parents about sharing books.

Have some extra leaflets available 
that parents can take away on 
sharing books with young children.

Here is a YouTube video that you may 
find useful: Top Tips for Reading To 
Children – Author: Neil Griffiths, ELC.
https://tinyurl.com/kin6toptips

There’s also some information  
from PACEY to help you.
https://tinyurl.com/kin6toptips2

When planning an event, think about 
how you can involve parents who 
cannot attend, for example parents/
carers who work full-time.

TOP TIP 3
Story sacks

You can make story sacks for your 
favourite books. A story sack is a 
large cloth bag with a children’s 
book and other supporting materials 
inside. Children love the surprise 
element of what is coming out of the 
bag next. 

You could include: a copy of the 
book, a big book version, a CD or 
DVD of the story, related non-fiction 
books, models and objects from the 
story, activities or games related to 
the story with paper and crayons and 
play dough or modelling clay.

The National  
Literacy Trust  
(weblink) has more  
ideas on story  
sacks and  
examples  
using  
well-known  
books.

Top tips
to encourage home learning

★ Here are some top tips to give parents/carers the confidence to support home learning by  
encouraging them to reflect on the way in which they interact with their children and by showing  

them how to make the most of everyday situations to enhance their child’s development. ★


